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Walking into the woods towards the homeless camp was not my first choice, but we were running out of 
options. Our team had been searching for Vanessa for over an hour with no sign of her. We knew she was living in a 
homeless encampment off of I-45, but that was it. So, being the manly man that I am, when Kim jumped out of the 
4Runner and headed to the trailhead, I followed closely behind her into the woods. Tents, hanging sheets, and a large 
pit bull greeted us as we approached the camp. While there, we spoke with a homeless woman who knew Vanessa, 
but hadn’t seen her that day. Discouraged, we made our way back down the trail. The moment we stepped out of the 
woods, Vanessa spotted us from a gas station across the freeway where a friend had just dropped her off. Later she 
told us that she looked up and saw “a pretty white boy coming out of the woods with Kim” and knew we were 
looking for her. God’s timing was perfect! Vanessa is a Street Kid who used to attend our weekly Street Church. We 
had been working with her for over a year and knew she needed assistance. That day we were able to pray for 
Vanessa and give her some practical things she was in need of. A few weeks later Vanessa left the streets and 
entered a Christian discipleship program where she gave her life to God, and is currently being transformed into a 
“Proverbs 31 woman.” 
 

It is stories like these that blow me away when I look back over the past two years that Abigail and I have 
been serving with YWAM Houston. It is humbling to think that God would use us to play a direct part in rescuing 
someone’s life. YWAM Houston’s founding verse is Proverbs 24:11- “Rescue those being lead away to death, hold 
back those staggering towards the slaughter.” This verse describes Vanessa as she dealt with severe drug addiction 
and homelessness. The statistics were not in her favor, but God allowed us to be a part of her rescue and 
transformation. 
 
In March 2012 Abigail and I sold everything, packed our car, and moved from Florida to Houston, TX. We 
committed to serve YWAM Houston as full-time missionaries for the next two years of our lives. Since then we 
have moved three times and experienced plenty of ups and downs. We’ve had early mornings and late nights. We’ve 
worked in jail cells, hospital rooms and under bridges, sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is amazing to see the 
places you go and the adventures you have when you walk with God. Looking back on the incredible people we 
have come to know and love, the lives rescued, and the children adopted off the streets, we stand amazed. We are so 
grateful for your love and support over the years. Together we were able to play a direct part in seeing many 
individual lives changed for eternity.  
 
As we approached the two-year-mark we began asking God, “What is next for us?” Repeatedly, the answer has been 
to get additional Biblical training. In fact, this is something that has been on our hearts since we were engaged in 
2010. Our time in Houston has only confirmed that desire within both of 
us. We know that God has called us, as a couple, into full-time ministry 
and we want to be well equipped for that task. After praying through 
many different options, we have decided to do a 12-month YWAM 
School of Biblical Studies (SBS). We will be attending the school 
through YWAM Honolulu, HI starting in June of 2014. We hope that you 
catch the vision with us as we walk into this next season with YWAM. 

Short-Term Teams 
	  
Over	  the	  past	  two	  years	  we	  hosted	  
50	  short-‐term	  missions	  teams,	  with	  
over	  1500	  volunteers	  that	  served	  

with	  over	  30	  different	  local	  churches,	  
ministries,	  and	  organizations.	  
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Why Hawaii? 

 
Once we decided to do an SBS, we began to look at  
several YWAM bases that offered this course, including 
bases in Florida, Colorado and Hawaii. We were drawn to 
YWAM Honolulu for several reasons. The first is that we 
will be close to my (Abigail’s) family. My parents and 
brother live on Oahu, approximately 45 minutes from the 
YWAM Honolulu base, where we will be staying. This will 
be the first time David and I have lived near family in the 
last seven years. What a blessing! Having lived there 
several different times growing up, the island feels like a 
second home to me.  
  
Hawaii is also the birthplace of the SBS and has a strong 
YWAM presence, with five YWAM bases on Hawaii, 
including the largest in the world being YWAM Kona. 
Our involvement with YWAM Honolulu opens up doors to 
work with these diverse YWAM bases across the island 
chain. 
 

Fundraising/Tuition 
 
The Cost: The total school cost is $22,600 
 
What The Cost Includes: This cost includes tuition, 
housing and meals. 
 
Financial Breakdown: 50% of the school fees are due at 
the start of the SBS on June 30th, and then it is broken 
down into paying by school quarters. 
 
How We Will Pay For The School: We will be covering 
the schools cost in a few different ways. 
1. We will be selling almost everything we own 

including our furniture and car. 
2. Personal savings. We know that this school will be life 

changing so we want to give all we can towards this 
next step. 

3. Through our continued monthly support team. 
4. One-time gifts and donations through our 1. PayPal 

 2. GoFundMe website and 3. YWAM Account. 
 
Would you please consider giving financially towards this 
next season of our lives? We would love for you to be  
a part of seeing us through the School of Biblical Studies.  

 
Giving is easy, and you can start by: 
1. Filling out and sending  
us the return card. 
 2. Going to our website for more 
detailed info on the SBS and how you 
can give financially. 
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The SBS was started over 30 years ago at YWAM 
Kona, HI and is the main biblical training school that 
YWAM offers worldwide. The SBS is an intensive 
twelve-month school where we will study every 
passage of every verse of all 66 books of the Bible. The 
School is a six-day workweek course requiring about 60 
total hours of work per week. We will use the inductive 
approach, learning to study the Bible in context by 
observing what was said, interpreting the intended 
meaning, and applying it to our lives. The focus of the 
SBS is to equip students in the Word of God so that we 
are grounded in truth, 
and ready for whatever 
calling and ministry 
God has for our lives.  
 
The YWAM Honolulu 
SBS stretches beyond 
the traditional 
classroom. The 
program will offer us 
the opportunity to learn 
through field trips, 
community outreaches, intercession and worship. 
During the SBS we will have the opportunity to learn 
from respected Bible scholars, Old Testament 
archaeologists, New Testament historians, and a wide 
variety of Bible teachers passionate to see God’s Word 

brought to the nations. The 
lectures will help us come to a 
better understanding of the Word 
and its historical settings, which 
will help give new depth and 
insight during our personal study 
time. Students typically spend 40 

or more hours per week immersing them selves in the 
Word, and studying for ourselves all the truths that God 
has given us through the Bible. We hope that the SBS 
will not only lay a solid foundation for us personally, 
but also equip us to share those truths with others. 
 
We are so excited to have this incredible opportunity to 
spend the next year of our life studying God’s Word. As 
a young, married couple, we feel that this is the perfect 
time for us to pursue the SBS. As our family grows, it 
may not be as easy for us both to participate in such a 
demanding and intensive school. Please continue to 
pray with us and for us as we continue our journey in 
missions with YWAM Honolulu. 
 
We will continue to update you via email, mail, and 
through our website. For more detailed info and a Q&A 
please visit: www.elliottmissions.wordpress.com 

David and Abigail Elliott 
 
 


